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PREFACE

This report is a summary of selected information
on transportation and infiltration activity in southeast
Asia as reported by NPIC during the period indicated
on the cover. Those lines of communication and associ-
ated facilities which support communist insurgency in
Laos and South Vietnam are emphasized.

Items are numbered and arranged according to location
from north to south. Annotated maps of varying scales
have been included to assist the reader in locating the
items. Each large-scale map depicts all motorable roads
photographically confirmed by NPIC unless otherwise in-
dicated.

Missions, mission dates, frames, and NPIC cable
and briefing board references are listed after each item,
as appropriate.
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ABLE BRIDGE STATUS

ridges are often used in conjunction with fords, ferries, or pontoon
ridges and provide an alternate method of crossing a river where the
ain bridge is unserviceable.

Seventy-four cable bridges have been identified by NPIC: 41 have
ables or are under construction; 23 have been destroyed or dismantled;
have not been observed

25X1D

Bl -¢ 8 have been reevaluated as non-cable bridges. With the excep-

ion of the destroyed Xom Khe Railroad Cable Bridge, all bridges are
ntended for vehicular usage.

Two refinements of the cable bridge have been observed. The suspen-
ion cable bridge is used to span lengths over 200 feet. Seven of these
including two probable, one dismantled, and one under construction) have
een located, and examples are shown near Lang Son, Viet Tri, and Hs Noi
figures 1, 4, and 5). The treadway cable bridge utilizes parallel dual
racks which are lighter and easier to remove. At least six have been
dentified (Figures 2, 3, 8, and 9).

Two cable bridges are in Laos on Route 912, a major supply route
rom North Vietnam. One of these bridges has cables and one is dismantled.

The cable bridges have proved more susceptible to airstrikes than was
irst believed (see Figures 12 and 13). Well over half of the bridges in

th southern Panhandle have been destroyed or have been dismantled or

bandoned as a result of airstrikes. The majority of usable bridges are
ocated in the central and northern regions, where they have apparently

enefited from better air defenses and a proximity to more strategic

%rgets.

Bight previously reported cable bridges (Summaries 17 and 2&) have
cen reevaluated by NPIC as non-cable bridges. Most of these were rail-
oad bridges and utilized cables only during construction or repair
eriods. These eight bridges are as follows:

1. Dong Bai Rallroad Bridge over the Song Tien: Vinh/Dong Hoi
Rail Iine, 18-09N 105-43E _ 25X1D

2. Xom Ca Trang Highway Bridge over the Nam Quat: Route 15,
1757 105405 Y 25x1D
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3. Kim Iu Xa Railroad Bridge over the Kne Danh: Vinh/Dong Hoil
rail rine, 17-570 105-57E RN 25%1°

L. Thuong Phong Trang Railroad Bridge over &u Unnamed Stream:
Vinh/Dong Hoi Reil Line, L7-54I 106-OCE B 25 <10

5. Thuong Phong Trang Railroad Bridge over an Unnamed Stream:
Vinh/Dong Hoi Rell Line, 17-54N 106-00E _ 25%1D

> Rao Nay:
25X1D

7. Dong Le Phuong Railroad Bridge over the Cai Khe: Vinh/Dong
Hoi Rail Line, 17-53N 106-0lE 25X1D

6. Thuong Phong Trang Railroad Bridge over
Vinh/Dong Hoi Rail Line, 17-54N 106-00E

] . 25X1D
8, Dong Ha Highway Bridge over an Unnamed S

Souwth Vietnem, 16-52N 107-05E

tream: Route 1,

The 66 csble bridges carried by NPIC are individually discussed
in a general north-to-south order as numbered on the accompanylng map.

Ceble Bridges Completed or Under Congtruction
25X1D

1. oo-03n 103-00E (ury | to: Coev Ceble Bridge over the
Nam Lai; Route lL/6. Anchorages are covered and approaches show recent
use. TFour cables are observed., Decking 1s on the bridge ends and

the approaches. An adjacent ford is servi The main bridge %o
the south is camouflaged and serviceable. 25X1D
- 25X1D

5. 21-48y 103-16E (EENEEEEE; BSer Pe Nuone Csble Bridge over the
Nam Meuk; Route 6. This bridge has not been observed on recent photog-

raphy. (Summery 17).  25x1D

25X1D

3. 21-48N 103-18E B ; Bao Fe Nuone Dumny Csble Bridge over
the Nam Meuk; Route 6. This bridge has not been observed on recent
photography. (Summary L) 51D

L. 21-27N 103-O4E _; Ban Na Ngem Ceble Bridge over the
Nem Phan; Roube 19. Interdicted approaches have been repalred; probable
cables remain intact. No decking is observed. 25X1D

poxip | N (Sumery 17)-

Page 4

Approved For Release 2000/06/30 :SHAR{P78B04560A006200010011-8
NO FOREIGN DISSEM 25X1C




Approved For Release 2000/06/30 : CIA-RDPZ$BRISp0A006200010011-3 NPIC/R-12/68

o rorien oissew | 1

25X1D

5. 21-33N 103-16E _ Ban Pa Ang Cable Bridge over the Nam
Co; Route 19. Decking is along the serviceable approaches and six cables
are observed. A new adjacent ford is in late stages of construction.

25X1D (Summary 17).
i 25X1D 6. 21-31N 103-20E B 5o 5o Cable Bridge over the Song
b Chay; Route 19. Deck panels are along both approaches. Approaches show
| recent use. Six cables are observed. 25X1D
D (Summary 17).
~ 25X1D

Te 21-31N 103-21E _ Ban Bung Cable Bridge over the Nam
Hua; Route 19. Eastern approach has been repaired and decking is on both
approaches. At least two cables are observed. Adjacent ford is service-
X0 bl | (S.ms:cy 17).

| ; .
| 25X1D 8. 21-34N 103-23E (— Tuan Glao Cable Bridge over the Nem
Chua; Route 19. Rolled decking is on the serviceable approaches. Six

cebles are observed. An adjacent ford is serviceable. 25X1D
25X1D
! 9. 21-12N 104-06E (INMEEM; Ben Lot Cable Bridge over the Tam
25X1D Pan; Route 6. Active approach roads contain decking. Four cables are
observed. 25X1D
10. 21-02N 104-19E (_; Ban Nghe Cable Bridge over the Nam
25X1D Vat; Route 6. Approaches appear overgrown and no decking is observed,
‘ l .
25X1D 7) 25X1D
: 11. 21-02N 10Lk-21m —;. Ban Thin Cable Bridge over the Nam
‘ Vat; Route 6. Approaches show light use and at least four cables are
observed. Probable decking is on each end of the bridge. _ 25X1D
. 25X1D
25X1D 12, 21-02N 104k-21E _ Ban Thin Cable Bridge over the Nam
Vat; Route 6. Approaches are camouflaged. At least two oged four,
25X1D

i 13. 22-3L4¥ 106-15E S oo 2o Osble Bridge over the Hiem;
Route L By-pass. Anchorages are covered, and at least two cables are

observed. 25X1D

Page 5
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25X1D
1k, 21-38N 105-11E I ; v Doan Suspension Cable Bridge over

!
|
|
|
\
|
Fhe Song Chay; Route 2. Obliquity and scale preclude cable status, but
b
|

oth approaches are serviceable. A pgutoon bridge is assembled O.L mm
g,outheast of the suspension bridge. b 25X1D
‘(Summaries 13 and 17). 25X1D

15, 21-520 105-L46% (R Cro Moi Ceble Bridge over the Song
Cho Chu; Route 3. Approaches are serviceable over the covered anchorages.

}At lesst four cables are observed, but no decking 1s apparent. | N 25X1D

25X1D

16. 21-38N 105-48E _; Thai Nguyen Probable Suspension Cable
Bridge over the Song Cau; New Road Under Construction Between Routes 13A
and 1B. At least four cables and possible decking are observed. B 25X1D

25X1D

17. 21-50N 106-LLE N (=g Son Suspension Cable Bridge over
the Song Ky Cung; Route 14. Approaches are serviceable. Four cables and

seven csble stabillizers are observed, but no decking 1is visible. — 25X1D
(Figure l).

18. 21-30N 106-21% (SEMEEEEE lone Met Cable Bridge over ‘the Song
Trung; Route 1. Although approaches appear +to be in disuse, probable
decking is on the northern approach. One pier from the destroyed main
bridge helps support two, possibly four, cables. Seven cable stabilizers
are observed. A ford immediately west dis in disuse, but a pontoon bridge
is assembled 500 yards to the south. I 20

(Summary 17). 25X1D

19. 21-26N 106-17E S (cr Treadway Cable Bridge over the
Song Thuong; Route 1A By-pass. JDecking is on the serviceable approaches.
At least eilght cables and at least six cable stabilizers are observed.

(Figure 2).

3 20, 21-17N 105-26E _ Viet Tri Suspension Cable Bridge over
the Song Lo (Riviere Claire); Route 2. This bridge is constructed at the

site of the destroyed Viet Tri Railroad and Highway Bridge. Decking is
on the approaches. At least two deck cables and two suspension cables
are observed between the four suspension towers. S8ix rail ferry slips,
two of i re gerviceable, and a serviceable highway ferry are in the
area. (Figure 3).

Papge 6
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USPENSION BRIDGE

SHADOW SHOWS ADDITIONAL

ROUTE 1A

NPIC M-1369

EIGURE 1. SUSPENSION CABLE BRIDGE OVER THE SONG KY CUNG, LANG SON AREA, NORTH VIETNAM

Page 7
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FIGURE 2. TREADWAY CABLE BRIDGE OVER THE SONG THUONG, KEP AREA, NORTH VIETNAM

25X1D

21, 21-02N 105-45E [ = 'o: Cable Bridse over the S Nhue
Gleng; Unnumbered Road Near Route 11A. The arproach on the east bank is
under construction. Anchorages are uncovered on the west bank. Decking
Ls on the west bank. Two cables are observed. | NN >s5< D

25X1D
22, 21-02N 105-45E (_; lia Noi Treadvey Cable Bridge over
the S Nhue Glang; Unnumbered Road Near Route 11A. Approximately
one-fourth of the decking is on at least two cables. _ 25X1D

I 26X1D

23. 21-028 105-45E Ha JJoi Treadway Cable Bridge over the
3 Nhue Giang; Unnumbered Road Near Route 11A. Arproacies are uander con-
struction. Four cables and 14 cable stabilizers are observed.

2. 21-011 105-45E Ha IToi Treadway Caenle Bridge over
the S Nhue Giang; Unnumbered Road Near Route 11A. Comrnlete decking is

on cables. A support pier is in the center of the bridige. I 25X1D

Page 8
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DECKING MATERIAL

SUSPENSION TOWERS

4~ RAIL FERRY SLIP
w=e HIGHWAY FERRY SLIP

25X1D NPIC M-1372

FIGURE 3. SUSPENSION CABLE BRIDGE OVER THE SONG LO, VIET TRI AREA, NORTH VIETNAM

Page 9
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25X1D

25X1D
25X1D

25X1D

25X1D

TREADWAY CABLE BRIDGE
UNDER CONSTRUCTIO

FIGURE 4. TREADWAY CABLE BRIDGES OVER THE S NHUE GIANG, HA NOl AREA, NORTH VIETNAM

o5, 21-04N 105-54F [ ; = Noi Suspension Cable Bridge Under
Construction over the Song Duong (Canal des Rapides); Route 1A.
Approaches are under construction. Six cables, including two suspension
cables, are observed. At least 11 cable stahllizers are on the bridge.

I (Ficivc 5)-

o6, 21-10N 106-51F |EEE; /n Chau Cable Bridge over the Song
[uc Ngan; Route 184 By-pass to Route 13B. Approaches are complete and
two cables are up. This cable bridge is probably for temporary use.
Approaches for a new main bridge are under construction. _, 25X1D

B (Ficire 6)- ooyqp

o7. 20-51N 106-40F B ::=: Phong Cable Bridge over the Song
Tram Bac; Route 5. Probable deck materials are on serviceable approach.
At least two cables and four cable stabilizers are observed. Bridge is

at the site of a damaged 1ift bridee. | 25<1D

(Figure 7). 25X1D

28. 20-210 105-55E (NIR Tc:i Dons Ceble Bridge over the Song
Day; Route 1A. Approaches are serviceable and at least two cables are
observed. Three serviceable ferries are in the immediate area. _ 25X1D

I (S.mery 17)-

Page 10
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FIGURE 5. SUSPENSION BRIDGE UNDER CONSTRUCTION OVER THE SONG DUONG, HA NO! AREA,
NORTH VIETNAM

Page 11
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X

31

ROUTE 184 BY-PASS TO ROUTE 138

Vs

25X1D

FIGURE 6. TEMPORARY CABLE BRIDGE OVER THE SONG LUC NGAN, AN CHAU AREA, NORTH VIETNAM

25X1D

29, 20-19N 105-56E (R CGizn Kheu Cable Bridge over the Hoang
Long Giang; Route 1A. Anchorages are being dug on both approaches.
Bridge is at the site of the previous rain bridge, three spans of which
remain intact. A partially assembled pontoon bridge is located immedi-
ately vest. [N 25X 1D

25X1D
30, 19-43w 105-43E (N Ye- Bin Probable Suspension Cable

Bridge over the Vi Giang; Route TOL. Probable suspension towers are on
both banks. Anchorasges are in on She east bank. Two possible suspension

cavlos are opserved. | 25D

31. 19-Low 105-41F (NS Tri Thon Ceble Bridge over an Unnamed
Stream; Route TOM/TOS. Both anchorages are in; one is covered. The
southwest anchorage is unusually far from the river. No decking is
coserved. [ NS -0

25X1D

25X1D
32, 18-50N 105-22% (NEE; Dzc My Cable Bridge over the Song

Cuong; Route 72. Approaches appear to have 1ad recent use. Two possible

cables and possible decking on the southern approach are observed.
25x10

Page 12
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k. =
PROBABLE DECKING MATERIAL

ke

NPIC W-1375 B

FIGURE 7. CABLE BRIDGE OVER THE SONG TRAM BAC, HA! PHONG, NORTH VIETNAM

25X1D

33. 18-50N 105-22E S D:o !y Cable Bridge over the Song
Cuong; Route T2. Approaches appear to have had recent use. Two remain-

imi iiers support two cables. A ford immediately west 1s serviceable.

25X1D
3h.  18-27v 105-46F (NEEEEEEN; Tho Son Ceble Bridge over the Song
Nghen; Route 1A. Bridge is at the site of the main bridge, of which
two spans remain intact. It is not being used by vehicles, although at
least two cables are observed. Three ferry crossings in the area are
in use. (Summary lT).

35, 18-12N 106-0TE (N (= Tinh Treadway Cable Bridge over
the Song Rac; Route 1A. Approaches are serviceable. Part of the track-
type deck sections are on each end of the bridge. Six cables and one
cable stabilizer are observed. A ferry crossing is under construction
vearvy. [N (7 c )

36. 18-041 106-05F (EEEMSEEER : 1My Son Cable Bridge over an Unnamed
Stream; Route 108. Anchorages are under construction. _ 25X1D

Page 13
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FERRY CROSSING

25X1D

FIGURE 8. TREADWAY CABLE BRIDGE OVER THE SONG RAC. HA TINH AREA, NORTH VIETNAM
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CABLE STABILIZERS

}VPIC -1377 -

25X1D
FIGURE 9. TREADWAY CABLE BRIDGE OVER THE RAU CAl, XOM CA TRANG AREA, NORTH VIETNAM
25X1D
37. 18-oon 106-01% (@ 'y Son Ceble Bridge over an Unnamed
Stream; Route 108. Approaches are unserviceable. One anchorage is open,
one is covered. Six taut cebles and no decking are observed. 25X1D
25X1D 25X1D
8. 17-570 105-49% I xon Ca Trang Cable Bridge over the
Nam Quat; Route 15. Approaches appear improved. Four cables are observed.
25X1D
25X1D 39. 17-570 105-46E WEESESNEM; Xon Ca Trang Treadwey Ceble Bridge

over the Reau Cai; Route 1502. Approaches are serviceable. Part of the
deck tracks are being placed on the six cables, the rest is on the
Three ceble stabilizers are observed. _ 25X1D

' approaches.
25X1D [ (Fizure 9)-

.25X1D
4O, 17-hbN 105-58E (SN v Bet Cable Bridge over the Song
Nan; Route 101. Approaches are under construction. At least two cables

ave hserved. NN 25X 1D

Page 15
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25X1D

25X1D
25X1D
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POSSIBLE WINCH ANCHORAGE
UNDER CONSTRUCTION 4

FIGURE 10. CABLE BRIDGE UNDER CONSTRUCTION OVER AN UNNAMED STREAM, TRUNG NGHIA AREA,
NORTH VIETNAM

b1, 17-27m 106-33% [ ; Troe venie cavle Bridge over an

Unnamed Stream; Route 101. Anchorages are under construection at the

site of the destroyed main bridge. Mo cables or decking are observed.

h2. 17-28N 106-30F USSR Pru Gui Cable Bridge over the Song Dun;
Route 101 By-pass. Approaches are cemouflaged. Four cables and probable
decking are observed. (Figure 11).

L3, 17-12N 106-09E S -- ooy Cable Bridge over the Nam
Ta Le; Route 912 By-pass in Laos. The rorthern approach is camouflaged

and the southern aiiroacn i uander construction. Two cables are observed.

Previous Cable Bridge Sites

Ly, 21-02N 104-21F Ban Ta Vai Cable Bridge over tne Nam
Vat; Route 6. This bridge has been diszantlied. No cables are observed.

b5, 21-oen 105-45E | 12 voi ceble Bridee over the & Whue
Giang; Unnumbered Road. Csbles have been removed, site is abandoned.

Page 16
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FIGURE 11. CABLE BRIDGE OVER THE SONG DUN, PHU QUI AREA, NORTH VIETNAM
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L6. 21-07N 107-21E - Cam Pha Cable Bridge over an Unnamed
Stream; Roube 18. Approaches are overgrown and in disuse. The bridge
has been struck. A new by-vass bridge is located 0.6 nm west. - 25X1D
25X1D I 25X1D

7. 19-580 105-50% | ; Do Prorg Thuong Suspension Bridge
over the Song Lau; Route 1A. The southern arproach is interdicted and
all cables have been removed. A rontoon bridge is being assembled and
a serviceable ferry crossing is in use. 25X1D
(Summeries 25, 38, and 59).
25X1D
b8, 19-2hw 104-08F (S Muong Seri Cable Bridge over the Nam
Mu; Route 7. Approaches are overgrown and no cables a?e discerni?le.
A nearby ford is being used. Summary 17).
25X1D 25%1D
h9. 19-21N 104-15% ; Ban Ca Nan Cable Bridge over the Nam
Ca Nan; Route 7. Approaches have been ceverely interdicted. _25X1D

25X1D 25X1D
50. 19-16n 10h-21% [ e Kien Cable Bridse over the Nam
Kien; Route 7. Construction has been abandoned. 25X1D
25X1D
25X1D
51l. 19-20N 105-26F (UNEEEEM: Vshi= Hun: Cable Bridge over the Song
Vang; Route 15. The southern aporoach is in disuse, the northern
approach has been interdicted. No cables rem: in. I 051D
25X1D I 25X1D
o2, 19-198 105-43C | Sor Chau Cable Bridse over the Cua
Bang; Route 1A. This site has been abandoned. 25X1D

251D - 25X1D

53. 19-14N 105-42oR _ Thien Ki Cable Bridge over the Song
Hoang Mai; Route 1A. This ridge has been dismantled. Two nearby ferry

slips are operational. 25X1D
25X1D _
5k. 19-00rM 105-35E SNNEEEE: v an Csble Bridge over the Song
Bang; Route 1A. This bridge has beens dismantled. 25X1D

25x¢10 25X1D

55. 18-25N 105-48C R : o Cia Covle Bridge over the Son
Gia; Route 1A. Construction has been abandoned. i 25X1D
I

25X1D
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56, 18-211 105-52F [ ; 1= Tinh Cable Bridge over toe Song
Cheu Lam; Route 1A. Construction has been abandoned. _ 25X1D

(Summary 18).
25X1D

57. 18-198 105-55E | ; De Tinb Cable Bridee over the Song
Nai: Route 1A. Construction has been abandoned. _ 25X1D

B (sumery 17)- o000

58, 18-1: 106-01% (N Cen Xvyen Ceble Bridge over the Song
Gia Hoi; Route 1A. Congtruction has been abandoned, the southern approach
has been interdicted. (Wote comparative
coverage, Figures 12 and 13.

25X1D 25X1D

59. 17-57N 105-48E “ Yom Ca Trang Cable Bridge over the
ge 1s completely destroyed/dismantled.

iai ﬁuat l Route 15. This bri
25X1D

60. 17-57 105-48E () ; xo Ce Trang Cable Bridge over the 25X1A
Rao Cai; Route 15. This bridge has been completely destroyed.

25X1D

61. 17-57N 105-4SE (SR Yon Ca Trang Dummy Cable Bridge over
the Rao Cail: Route 1502. This bridge has been dismantled. B o510

25X1D

62, 17-57N 105-L8E _ Xom Ca Trang Dummy Cable Bridge over
the Rao Cai; Route 1502. Approaches are overgrowi. Light-colored
ropes/cables and decking have been removed since [ T 25<'°

25X1D

63. 17-50N 105-48E G ; = Trong Cable Bridge over an
Unnamed Stream; Route 15. No cables are observed on the bridge. A

by-pass ford is being used. _ (Summary

51). 25X1D 25X1D

6. 17-4on 105-46E | : Do Bal Dinh Cable Bridge over the
Khe Cha Lo; Route 15. Approaches are unserviceable, no cables are

observed. Fords in the area are serviceable. _ 25X1D
I 25X1D

65. 17-120 106-09E _; Ban Loboy Cable Bridge over the Nam
Tg Le; Roube 912 By-pggs in Laos. Cables have been removed. Approach
roads are in disuse. (Summeries 13, 17, and
52)- 25X1D 25X1D

66. 17-56w 105-55& EEEEM; *on Khe Railroad Cable Bridge over
the Khe Net; Vinh/Dong oi Rail Tine. Bridge is destroyed. (summary

15).
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FIGURE 12. CABLE BRIDGE UNDER CONSTRUCTION OVER THE SONG GIA HO!I, CAM XUYEN AREA
NORTH VIETNAM l
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APPROACH

25X1D

FIGURE 13. CONSTRUCTION ABANDONED, BRIDGE STRUCK, SONG GIA HOI, CAM XUYEN AREA,
NORTH VIETNAM
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